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I, Jane Messay Lie at 8, Registrator* No. 32,297, certify that 
this correspondence is being deposed with the U.S. Postal 
Sarvic* a* Firat Da** mail in »n tnvelope addnusttd to trie 
Assistant Commissioner o( Patents. Washington. D.C. 20231. 

On this date; \2>,<*~00\ 
Jan« Masseyticata. R 



Registration No. 32 J 57 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 



DECLARATION BY GAETANO MONTELIONE, Ph.D. 

1/ Gaetano Montelione, Ph.D., hereby declare that: 
1. I am an inventor on U.S. Patent Application No. 
09/181,501, filed October 29, 1998, which claims the benefit of 
U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/063,679, filed October 29, 

1997. 
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2. 



I have reviewed the Office Action dated February 15, 



2001 wherein the Examiner rejected the claims over a published 
paper by Wallace et al. (1996), I have reviewed this paper as it 
applies to my invention and have the following comments. 

3. The paper by Wallace et al. (1996) teaches derivation 
of 3 -dimensional coordinate templates that have been derived from 
known 3 -dimensional protein structures which are provided in a 
database and then determination of biochemical function based on 
the existence of the known 3-dimensional structures. Moreover, 
the method of Wallace et al. (1996) is based on identification of 
a triad of amino acids, Ser-His-Asp, that occur in a 3- 
dimensional configuration to form an active site. Nowhere does 
this paper teach or suggest a protein domain larger than 3 amino 
acids* In my invention, the protein domain comprises 50-300 
amino acids. Therefore, the teachings of Wallace and colleagues 
are fundamentally different from our claimed method. 

4. In suggesting that the paper by Wallace et al. (1996) 
teaches our invention, the Examiner is apparently confusing the 
numbering of an amino acid in its sequence, such as Ser 1J3 , with 
determination of how many amino acids have been identified. 
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However, the method of Wallace et al. clearly is not identifying 
a domain with the specified 50 to 300 amino acids aa in the 
present invention. 

I hereby declare that all statements herein of our own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information or 
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the taovledge that willful statements and the like 
so made are punishable by fine or by imprisonment, or both, under 
$1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such 
willful statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application, any patent issuing there upon, or any patent to 
which this verified statement is directed. 




